Reversal of quetiapine-induced altered mental status with physostigmine: a case series.
Quetiapine overdose is a clinical entity commonly encountered in emergency departments. Quetiapine is a drug with many mechanisms, including antimuscarinic effects. Traditionally, treatment of quetiapine toxicity has been primarily supportive care. Case reports exist documenting improvement in mental status in these patients after administration of physostigmine, a carbamate capable of reversing antimuscarinic toxicity. In this descriptive case series, 3 patients with quetiapine toxicity treated with physostigmine are reported. In each case, the patient had significant altered mental status that was rapidly reversed with administration of physostigmine. In all 3 cases, patient disposition was changed to a lower level of care, requiring less invasive monitoring. In 1 case, intubation was prevented. Because quetiapine toxicity is commonly encountered and the use of physostigmine in this setting is a potentially practice-altering treatment, emergency physicians should be aware of this phenomenon.